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HE CONEY ISLAND loved and
lost comes back to life in the pho-
tos of a shutterbug who's been
fixated on the neighborhood for
a half-century.

Documentary photographer Abe
Feinstein captured it all — Steeplechase
Park; the Thunderbolt; the Tornado
Ride and a host of attractions since
felled by fire or wrecking ball — during
50 years of daily shooting on the Coney
Island Boardwalk.

“It was an obsession and a passion,”
said Feinstein, 83, whose one-man pho-
to show opens Saturday at the Coney Is-
land History Project’s exhibit center. “I
had a camera with me 24 hours a day.”

In one shot, the Steeplechase’s
stained-glass facade glows in brilliant
red and gold once again.

“It’s only a memory now,” Feinstein
said. In 1966, Fred Trump, Donald’s
dad, sent out formal invitations to its
demolition.

“Abe’s given us a link to a magi-
cal past,” said Charles Den-
son, executive direc-
tor of the CIHP,
a nonprofit that
collects oral
histories and
documenta-
ry materials
about Co-
ney Island.
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Photographer Abe
Feinstein , 83, whose
work is featured in
one-man show has
eye for Coney Island.
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Knishes, which was on Surf Ave.

“The cherry cheese knish was like
cherry pie,” Denson recalled. “When
you look at the picture, you can taste it.”

Photos of now-gone locales like Mur-
ray Zaret's Animal Mursery, the Caval-
cade Scooter Ride and Bushman Baths
will deliver jolts of nostalgia to over-40 8
Brooklynites who spent their summers =
at the world-famous beach.

A shot showing Stauch’s will bring a
smile. People sunbathed nude there — as
everyone on the nearby Tornado Ride
rollercoaster could see.

Feinstein came to Coney Island in
1962 because he had a wife and two
kids and needed a bigger apartment. As
soon as he started strolling its seaside ||
streets, camera in hand, he was smitten.

“The rides, the lights, the excitement
— it was something I'd never experi-
enced before,” said the Bed-Stuy native,
who worked as a camera salesman in
Manhattan until his 1992 retirement.
“I was amazed when I saw it through
my lens.”

One of his most dramatic images is
a silvery stretch limo rolling alung
grassy lot with a group of young men
walking beside it. Tinted windows ob-
scure the face of the celeb inside, but
it's someone special — famed boxer Mu-
hammad Ali.

Lately, Feinstein needs a walker to |
get around. He goes out to take photo-
graphs anyway. i

“] shoot with one hand,” said the |
grandfather of four. “I could never stop
— it's in my blood.”

He's been busy photographing the
Scream Zone_at Luna Park and recent
renovations at Boardwalk eateries like |
Ruby’sBar & Grill and Paul’s Daughter. |

“I feel bad for the old-timers who are
gone,” he said, “but I'm happy for the
new.”

Admission is free to the month-long =
show. The CIHP’s exhibit center is on |
W. 12th St., by the entrance to the Won-
der Wheel. See coneyislandhistory.org
for more info.
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